
BOSTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 
At the meeting of Boston Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal 
Buildings, West Street, Boston, PE21 8QR, on Monday, 9th July, 2018 at 6.30 pm 
 
Present: 
The Mayor (Councillor Judith Skinner), in the Chair 
Councillors Tom Ashton, Alison Austin, Richard Austin, Stephen Ball, Michael Brookes, 
Colin Brotherton, David Brown, Michael Cooper, Anton Dani, Viven Edge, 
James Edwards, Ben Evans, Paul Gleeson, Martin Griggs, Jonathan Noble, 
Barrie Pierpoint, Sue Ransome, Brian Rush, Claire Rylott, Paul Skinner, 
Yvonne Stevens, Nigel Welton and Stephen Woodliffe 
 
Officers –  
Chief Executive, Deputy Chief Executive and Monitoring Officer, Chief Finance Officer 
and S151 Officer and Democratic Services Manager 
 
11   MINUTES 

 
The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 30 April 2018 and the Annual General 
Meeting held on 14 May 2018 were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as a correct 
record.  
 
12   APOLOGIES 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Peter Bedford, Elizabeth 
Ransome, Felicity Ransome, Stephen Raven and Aaron Spencer. 
 
13   DEPUTATIONS AND PETITIONS 

 
The Chief Executive reported there were no deputations or petitions.  
 
14   QUESTIONS FROM ELECTED MEMBERS 

 
The Chief Executive reported that there were two questions from Councillor Pierpoint, 
two questions from Councillor Dani, seven questions from Councillor Noble and four 
questions from Councillor Rush 
 
Question asked by Councillor Barrie Pierpoint pursuant to paragraph 11 of the 
Rules of Procedure as set out in the Constitution. 
 
“The proposed and agreed £20 million loan agreed by the Full Council recently, has this 
been secured and if so on what basis and terms?” 
 
Response by Councillor Michael Cooper. 
 
“To date the Council has not taken out any of the proposed borrowing. The process of 
selecting the Capital Property Funds is underway, and once this is complete and 
purchases programmed, the Council will undertake borrowing as necessary. Updates 
will be presented to members in the regular quarterly monitoring reports and also to the 



Audit and Governance Committee, as agreed with members during their consideration 
of this matter.”  
 
Supplemental question asked by Councillor Pierpoint pursuant to paragraph 11.6 
of the Rules of Procedure as set out in the Constitution:-  
 
“Will there be indemnity insurance in place to avoid any problems in the long term?” 
 
Response by Councillor Cooper. 
 
“I understand that the arrangements will be indemnified, and the Council will be perfectly 
well covered.” 
 
Question asked by Councillor Anton Dani pursuant to paragraph 11 of the Rules 
of Procedure as set out in the Constitution. 
 
“Lately we have noticed an instability of officers in the planning department, do you think 
that will affect the credibility of the BBC in their decisions?” 
 
Response by Councillor Michael Cooper. 
 
“I am surprised that Cllr Dani has asked this question.  
 
In our planning team we have 8 teams members with a combined total of 98 years of 
service, the 3 senior planning officers alone with a combined length of service of 
approximately 62 years of service – I hardly think this constitutes as instability. The 
departure of one person, who by the very nature of being an interim, was temporary, 
does not undermine the stability and exceptional work the planning team deliver and I do 
not believe undermines the credibility of the team as a whole. 
 
Furthermore, I am very pleased to confirm the post for Growth Manager is now out to 
advert, and we have already had interest in this post and I am looking forward to the 
Council recruiting to this post.” 
 
 
Supplemental question asked by Councillor Dani pursuant to paragraph 11.6 of 
the Rules of Procedure as set out in the Constitution:-  
 
“The turnover in staff may present an opportunity for legal challenge and costs against 
the Council, what would we do then?” 
 
Response by Councillor Cooper. 
 
“I don’t think there is instability within the planning office.  The former Development 
Manager was here for some considerable time, the interim Manager was originally 
appointed for a three month period, but stayed for six months to oversee the re-
organisation of the department.” 
 
Question asked by Councillor Jonathan Noble pursuant to paragraph 11 of the 
Rules of Procedure as set out in the Constitution. 
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“What steps are being taken by the Council to improve the appearance of the town 
centre?” 
 
Response by Councillor Nigel Welton. 
 
“The steps taken to date include:- 
 

 7 new stainless steel benches recently installed in Boston Market Place.  
 

 A programme of planter replacement currently underway – 8 new floral tower 
planters installed in the Market Place/Ingram Memorial. Further 2 floral planters 
on order.  

 

 With support from Boston in Bloom and Boston Big Local, the large raised beds 
next to the Police Station have been landscaped to provide an attractive riverside 
environment and to support pollinating insects.  

 

 Improvements made to the urban meadow at Haven Bridge with plans to include 
more seasonal planting. 

 

 Improvements to Central Park, including the completion of the Art Deco style 
garden and the creation of a birch avenue at the Tawney Street entrance.  

 

 BTAC is providing funding to create another pollinator-friendly border  
 

 Work is underway to provide a Multi Use Games Area in Central Park. 
 

 Extra ground cover introduced to Pilgrims’ Patch to complete the transformation 
of this green space.  

 

 Joint working with Boston in Bloom is encouraging more businesses to get 
involved in making the town more appealing - this has resulted in Cammacks 
Furniture Store ‘adopting’ more of the Cattle Market car park to maintain. 

 

 Working with Transported we are planning to enhance the public realm through 
the Boston Buoys project and a Mosaics Trail. It is also hoped that the tribute to 
Boston fishermen carved by the Boston and South Holland Wood Carvers will be 
in position for November. 

 

 BTAC at their meeting of 20th June approved the replacement of 90 litter bins to 
be installed over the next 12 months. The litter bins will replace the litter bin 
current stock within the town and are expected to deal effectively with cigarette 
related litter.” 

 
Supplemental question asked by Councillor Noble pursuant to paragraph 11.6 of 
the Rules of Procedure as set out in the Constitution:-  
 
“Do you have any inspirational ideas as to how further improve the town centre.” 
 
Response by Councillor Welton. 



 
“Plans are underway to clean the new footbridge area, shop keepers encouraged to 
keep their frontages clean, extensive weeding and litter collecting etc.  The team will 
also be moving out into the Borough to carry out similar work.” 
Question asked by Councillor Jonathan Noble pursuant to paragraph 11 of the 
Rules of Procedure as set out in the Constitution. 
 
“What events have the Council staged or will stage this year to promote Boston as an 
attractive tourist destination?” 
 
Response by Councillor Claire Rylott. 
“A list of events for the town is supplied. It details those events planned by the Town 
Centre Services team and delivered both directly by the council and in partnership with 
others, that add vibrancy to the offer of Boston for both residents and visitors alike.  
  
Those events, combined and complimentary to activity and development in the areas of 
culture, heritage, the public realm and allied to the retail offer of Boston, underpin the 
attractiveness of Boston as a visitor destination.  
  
Those events are delivered under the Head of Service for Space and Place, but under 
the Portfolio of Cllr Welton (Town Centre) and not my Portfolio of Tourism, Arts, Culture 
and Heritage. 
  
Specific events that promote Boston as an attractive visitor destination in isolation are 
not 'staged' in the same manner, but it may be of interest to recognise that the town has 
been hosting a number of international and national promotional opportunities led within 
my Portfolio, many that have been afforded by the upcoming 2020 commemoration of 
The Pilgrims reaching America in 1620. 
  
During visits we have received positive feedback on the town as being a ‘must’ part of 
the offer based on its compact and quintessentially British market place and the main 
visitor attractions of the St Botolph’s Church (The Stump) and Boston Guildhall where 
the Pilgrims were tried and held. They are also impressed by the historic environment 
and the depth of the American connections with the Rev John Cotton and his 
congregation migrating to and founding Boston Massachusetts in 1630.  Many operators 
have already included Boston in the live itineraries they are offering to market. The 
Council has also hosted a number of American and English travel writers, bloggers and 
travel trade journalists who are researching and promoting these offers of the town. 
  
From September 2017 
  

 We have directly benefitted from the Discover England Funded Mayflower 400 
project delivering a ‘Familiarisation’ visit for 22 national and international bespoke 
group travel operators which came to Boston for half a day in September 2017 for 
a tour and lunch and thought it was a must to include in Pilgrim itineraries. 
 

 The luxury group tour operator Kuoni was brought to Boston in October 2017 and 
was keen to include Boston within its itineraries. 

 

 Various other international group travel operators, as well as national and 
international travel trade journalists and bloggers have been hosted on various 
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dates during January, March, April and May with the next visit of a group of 
operators being planned for September. Boston directly benefiting by being 
incorporated in operators travel itineraries and benefitting from our inclusion in 
national and international journalistic copy. 

 

 Boston is additionally being promoted as an attractive destination to world travel 
fairs by the Mayflower project. 

 
Though not 'staged' these activities, financially supported by the national Mayflower 400 
project and beyond our internal resources, help reinforce and continue to build the 
profile of Boston as an attractive tourist destination. 
 
On a more local level we have additionally promoted Boston as a tourist destination by 
taking a stand and literature to the Lincolnshire Tourism Conference and Leaflet Swap 
at the Lincolnshire Showground Event Centre earlier in the year. 
 
Only last week I was asked if Boston would consider having a stand at Heckington Show 
next year to promote our town and what we have to offer. 
 
I was delighted to be offered a seat on GLLEP Visitor Economy Board, hooray at last a 
voice for Boston, and at my first meeting we were asked what appetite did we think there 
would be from the districts to provide new street furniture, deadly silence until I told them 
Boston were on the case!  
 
Over 100,000 visitors a year visit our most iconic building in the town - Boston Stump, I 
had great pleasure in informing them the Council were able to support their HLF bid 
financially. Their aim to include an interpretation centre amongst other things to attract 
more visitors to our town. A few weeks ago a group from the HLF visited the Stump, 
after walking through our market place they were heard saying how impressed they 
were with our town!  
 
Working hard to continue to obtaining sponsorship for our Visit Boston leaflets in 
readiness for our weekly bus trips arriving on a Wednesday to visit our market, Kings 
Lynn are very envious of our market and how it attracts the tourists from the coast 
during the summer months. 
 
I championed the Visit Boston website last year, something we desperately needed, we 
are hoping before long a Visit Lincolnshire platform will be unveiled and all the districts 
will be found on this. Many of the fantastic volunteering groups that were organising 
events were crying out for help as to where to advertise their event without too much 
cost. 
 
Again Tourism isn't just about staging events its working with the businesses in the 
town, talking to them, engaging with them, hence why I set up a Women in Business 
group, businesses and others are always keen to help and donate to good news stories. 
We have got many now getting involved in Boston in Bloom, (judging day tomorrow) all 
the volunteers, sponsors and the Council make the town a more attractive place to visit. 
What fantastic comments I have had regarding the Haven meadow wildflower garden. 
Even the Standard gave us a three page spread saying they were supporting Boston in 
Bloom this year together with Boston Target. The newly formed Friend of the Cemetery 



are getting involved this year in Bloom, creating new areas in the delightful grounds of 
the cemetery, I think a hidden gem in our town, their ambition is to reopen the Chapel. 
 
Working with the Uni of Lincoln and all the destinations locally connected to Mayflower 
400 to see if there is an appetite to stage an event that tours around the 6 destinations 
in our region. I understand the Arts Council are keen to see this happen. 
 
So Councillor Noble, it’s not just about events, it’s about chipping away all the time, 
going out and telling everyone what a great historical market town we are proud of, and 
seizing every opportunity as it comes along!” 
 
Question asked by Councillor Jonathan Noble pursuant to paragraph 11 of the 
Rules of Procedure as set out in the Constitution. 
 
“How effective have the two 3GS workers been in reducing dog fouling and littering?” 
 
Response by Councillor David Brown  
 
“The appointment of 3GS has increased the issue of fixed penalty notices (FPN’s) from 
7 in 16/17 to 812 in 17/18. 809 FPN’s relate to littering (cigarette, spitting, general litter) 
and 3 FPNS relate to dog fouling, 2 of which failure to pick up after your dog and 1 
failure to have means to pick up after your dog. 
 
The Council has prosecuted 38 offenders who have failed to pay their fixed penalty 
notices. Many defendants received a fine of £500. 
 
It can be seen from the Big Boston Clean Up activity that a reduction in litter dropped on 
the street has been seen. In 2008 10.9 tonnes of litter was collected, 2017 4.6 tonnes of 
litter and 2018 3.8 tonnes collected. This shows a positive downward trend and it is 
reasonable to consider some of which is attributed to greater enforcement activity. 
 
3GS officers have conducted targeted operations to tackle littering, such as early 
mornings at specific locations. 
 
3GS officers have conducted educational visits to schools and with individuals. 

 

Plans to consult the public in 2018 on their support for our enforcement approach and in 
using 3GS so that we can obtain qualitative data about how people now feel about the 
impact this approach has made.” 
 
Supplemental question asked by Councillor Noble pursuant to paragraph 11.6 of 
the Rules of Procedure as set out in the Constitution:-  
 
“Given the present success, what is the likelihood of the contract being extended on a 
cost neutral basis to the Council.” 
 
Response by Councillor Brown. 
 
“The contract with 3GS will continue at no cost to the Council.” 
 
Question asked by Councillor Jonathan Noble pursuant to paragraph 11 of the 
Rules of Procedure as set out in the Constitution. 
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“What have been the material benefits of employing three BTAC workers?” 
 
Response by Councillor Nigel Welton  
 
“BTAC employed two additional workers, one was previously in post.  This has resulted 
in cost savings against having to employ external contractors to carry out the work.  A 
system is in place for BTAC Members to report issues in their own wards which will then 
be reacted to as required.  This is not just for the Market Place, but the whole BTAC 
area.  
 
The benefits include:-  
 

 Enhanced and increased capacity to deal with town centre maintenance activities 
which provide enhanced value 

 Increased proactive approach to work activities 

 Increased responsiveness to requests for service 

 Improved communications including a new email service to manage requests 
relating to the BTAC area 

 Provision of a dedicated and responsive resource (without portfolio) to tackle 
issues BTAC members feel strongly about 
 

 Specific targeted work activity including the following: 
 

o Removal and replacement of benches 
o Removal of chewing gum from various areas including Church Close and 

Dolphin Lane 
o Use of street vacuum e.g. bus station and Pump Square 
o Assist outdoor events including the erection and dismantling of gazebos  
o Graffiti removal and over-painting at various locations including Asda/Irby 

Street underpass and Central Park 
o Replacement of dangerous fencing panel at Spayne Road 
o Repair and replacement of damaged litter bins 
o Fitting of new signage 
o Weeding and laying of bark mulch at B&M/Police Station area  
o Pilgrims’ Patch groundcover planting 
o Assistance with Big Boston Clean Up 
o Installation of new lay-by litter bins 
o Removed fencing around the old tennis court in Central Park 
o Assist with the urban meadow on Haven Bridge 
o Building and engineering improvements such as a broken brick wall 
o Made safe and secured the entrance to Hussey Tower 
o Keeping clear Custom House Quay, Doughty Quay  
o Installation of bins also the work programme going forward features 

extensive work painting street furniture and installing a large number of 
bins within the BTAC area.” 

 
Supplemental question asked by Councillor Noble pursuant to paragraph 11.6 of 
the Rules of Procedure as set out in the Constitution:-  
 



“Using a cost benefit matrix of 1 to 10, what number would you rate for the success of 
this initiative?” 
 
Response by Councillor Welton. 
 
“10, and if possible I would have another 10 of them.” 
 
Question asked by Councillor Jonathan Noble pursuant to paragraph 11 of the 
Rules of Procedure as set out in the Constitution. 
 
“How much money came into the Council’s coffers in the last financial year as a result of 
charging for the garden waste bin service?” 
 
Response by Councillor David Brown  
 
“Total income received in 2017/18 was just short of £400,000, the majority of which is 
incurred in providing the service.  The costs of green waste collection are now met by 
those who choose to receive the service.  Prior to the introduction of the charge the 
costs were met by all council tax payers.” 
 
Supplemental question asked by Councillor Noble pursuant to paragraph 11.6 of 
the Rules of Procedure as set out in the Constitution:-  
 
“In your opinion has the decision to charge for garden waste collection been vindicated 
by the revenue received and overwhelming number of households that have subscribed 
to the service?” 
 
Response by Councillor Brown. 
 
“Yes, the decision was a sound one.  Many people have taken up the offer at £30 per 
year, less than neighbouring authorities, which is a better option for £1.50 per week than 
having to transport garden waste in your car.  The service is a success and paying its 
way.” 
 
Question asked by Councillor Jonathan Noble pursuant to paragraph 11 of the 
Rules of Procedure as set out in the Constitution. 
 
“How many toilet facilities in the town centre are now available for the general public and 
tourists?” 
 
Response by Councillor Nigel Welton  
 
“There are a total of 6 sets of public toilets available for use by the general public and 
tourists: 
 
Toilets owned and operated by Boston Borough Council through BTAC, which are 
subject to a 20p entry charge, are; 
 

 Wide Bargate - Cattle Market   

 Central Park - Parkgate 

 Lincoln Lane - Bus Station 
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Toilets provided as part of the Community Toilets Scheme (free of charge) are; 
 

 Oldrids Department Store - Straight Bargate 

 St. Botolphs Church - Market Place 

 Asda Supermarket -Lister Way” 
 
Supplemental question asked by Councillor Noble pursuant to paragraph 11.6 of 
the Rules of Procedure as set out in the Constitution:-  
 
“What plans have been made to further increase provision in the town centre?” 
Response by Councillor Welton. 
 
“There will be a report to BTAC to look at the full breakdown of provision, maintenance 
and improvements.  Discussions are taking place in respect of extending the community 
toilet facilities.  This was the subject of a very public debate in previous years, the 
situation has now been stabilised and we are now looking to improve the service.” 
 
Question asked by Councillor Jonathan Noble pursuant to paragraph 11 of the 
Rules of Procedure as set out in the Constitution. 
 
“What steps are the Council taking to reduce the incidence of fly tipping in the 
Borough?” 
 
Response by Councillor David Brown  
 
“The Council is the lead partner in the award winning Fly-Swat Partnership delivering fly 
tipping services across Boston and South Holland. The partnership receives funding 
from 9 organisations and uses volunteers from HMP North Sea Camp to collect fly-
tipping reported to us. The team regularly visit hotspots to clear fly-tipping and collect 
any evidence which could lead to a prosecution. This service is listed as a case study in 
the HM Governments Litter Strategy for England published April 2017 as is seen as a 
example of national best practice. 
 
The Council conducted a Directed Surveillance operation at Struggs Hill in March 2017, 
after being granted Judicial Authority to use its powers under Part II of the Regulation of 
Investigatory Powers Act 2000. This operation lead to the conviction of 4 fly tippers, the 
issue of 3 fixed penalty notices and 5 stage 1 anti-social behaviour advice letters. 

 
Working with our enforcement providers on a new service to conduct overt surveillance 
targeting fly-tippers at various locations. 

 
Significant publicity including; 
 

 8 fly-tip related articles covering 42 pages on the website 

 hundreds of social media posts 

 specific bulletin articles 

 press releases 

 Feature on BBC Look North television programme 

 BBC radio Lincolnshire features 



 Lincs FM features 

 2017 and 2018 environmental crime leaflet issued with the Council Tax reminders 
to all households” 

 
Supplemental question asked by Councillor Noble pursuant to paragraph 11.6 of 
the Rules of Procedure as set out in the Constitution:-  
 
“Fly tipping is a blight on the Borough.  What is the maximum fine that can be imposed 
and, in your opinion, should it be increased?” 
 
Response by Councillor Brown. 
 
The fixed penalty notice is £75, if that is not paid the Magistrates Court can impose fines 
and have done so up to £500 including costs.  This is a national issue and the Council is 
dedicated to eliminating it as much as possible.  Overt surveillance is being undertaken 
and those caught will face prosecution.”  
 
Question asked by Councillor Anton Dani pursuant to paragraph 11 of the Rules 
of Procedure as set out in the Constitution. 
 
“Am I right in my estimation that Lincolnshire County Council demands about 60% of this 
Borough's Council Tax. 
 
Why is this, and how much of that is reinvested in Boston?” 
 
Response by Councillor Michael Cooper. 
 
“No, the County Council does not demand 60% of this Council’s council tax. Boston 
Borough Council is the authority charged with collecting council tax on behalf of the 
County Council, the Police and Crime Commissioner, Parishes and BTAC, as well as 
levying for its own services. Monies collected on other bodies’ behalf are passed to them 
to be spent by them to fulfil their responsibilities. 
 
To answer the second part of your question I would refer you to the County Council.” 
 
Supplemental question asked by Councillor Dani pursuant to paragraph 11.6 of 
the Rules of Procedure as set out in the Constitution:-  
 
“Is it not time to have money back from Lincolnshire County Council to invest in our 
town?” 
 
Response by Councillor Cooper. 
 
“I wish we could.  For every £1,000 we collect the Borough Council receives £49.  The 
money has to stretch a long way for the County Council being responsible for education, 
social care, highways etc.”  
 
Question asked by Councillor Brian Rush pursuant to paragraph 11 of the Rules 
of Procedure as set out in the Constitution. 
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“Councillor Ransome, would you explain to me, and the people of Boston, what the 
aspirational ambitions of this Committee are, because I do worry that you, with the 
assistance of the former Chairman of BTAC, might be tempted to circumvent, the 
historical ambitions of this Town and Chartered Borough, in pursuit of your own political 
aspirations?” 
 
Response by Councillor Sue Ransome. 
 
“Thank you Councillor Rush for your question.  
 
I would like to answer as follows: 
 
Surely as a long standing member of BTAC you are already aware of our purpose and 
aspirational ambitions and, as it has never been discussed by the Committee, therefore I 
would never be so presumptive as to pretend to know the views of all fourteen 
members.  
 
For your information, the last item on the BTAC agenda is always Work Programme, at 
this point the Chairman asks all members for any items that they would like to see on 
agendas of future meetings.  May I suggest that you attend the next BTAC meeting and 
ask at that item. 
 
I note that you worry that I, along with the assistance of the former Chairman of BTAC, 
Councillor Nigel Welton, might be tempted to circumvent the historical ambitions of this 
town and chartered Borough, in pursuit of my own political aspirations. 
 
What leads you to cast this aspersion? And I would need to be able to see that they are 
in order to circumvent them. 
 
You ask of my own political aspirations.  Sadly, you do not ask as a colleague, rather an 
aggressor.  Perhaps, as you appear cognisant with these, you can enlighten me on what 
you suspect they are! 
 
But my track record shows that I listen to the electorate in my Ward and act where I can 
to make their town a more pleasant place for them to live, whether this is cleaning up 
litter and other detritus left in my Ward or ensuring that I ask for help from Council 
Officers with the various problems, and following up these requests until we have a 
satisfactory conclusion.  
 
Supplemental question asked by Councillor Rush pursuant to paragraph 11.6 of 
the Rules of Procedure as set out in the Constitution:-  
 
“Are you happy with the work in your ward?” 
 
Response by Councillor Ransome. 
 
“Perhaps that should have been the question, yes I am happy.” 
 
Question asked by Councillor Brian Rush pursuant to paragraph 11 of the Rules 
of Procedure as set out in the Constitution. 
 



“The BiG, group would like to congratulate the Planning Committee for giving planning 
permission to the new Shopping Centre Development on Red Lion Street Car Park.  (I 
have to admit that despite some serious reservations, I did vote for it, more out of hope 
than excitement.) 
 
However did we not once before, have full plans accepted, for a similar development on 
the Bus Stop Car park, would this not have been a more attractive, if regurgitated 
proposition than Red Lion Street and was it not considered?” 
 
Response by Councillor Michael Cooper. 
 
“It is difficult for a developer to develop a site he does not own.  As the two 
developments have different owners they cannot be linked in any way.” 
 
Supplemental question asked by Councillor Rush pursuant to paragraph 11.6 of 
the Rules of Procedure as set out in the Constitution:-  
 
“When were you told about the bus stop complex, it is a spectacular site with the iconic 
footbridge and Stump?” 
Response by Councillor Cooper. 
 
“The Red Lion Street development is a good development.  It is an area in disrepair 
which will be brought back to vibrant use.  We cannot force developers to develop sites.” 
 
 
Question asked by Councillor Barrie Pierpoint pursuant to paragraph 11 of the 
Rules of Procedure as set out in the Constitution. 
 
“Throughout our Constitution, we see that this Council claims to subscribe to the 
principles of fairness openness and transparency.  Such principles are considered, by a 
free and fair society, to be the vital building blocks of democratic society. 
 
If we are to believe that, Cllr. Cooper, how then can we claim to also be an advocate, of 
inclusivity, whilst blatantly operating an elitist Cabinet System?” 
 
Response by Councillor Cooper. 
 
“The Council made the move from a committee based administration several years ago, 
as did many other councils at this level, for the sole reason of efficiency and expediency 
of decision making.” 
 
Supplemental question asked by Councillor Pierpoint pursuant to paragraph 11.6 
of the Rules of Procedure as set out in the Constitution:-  
 
“It is a concern that sometimes there are less than six Council meetings a year, which 
means input into decision making is from a limited number of Councillors made on 
behalf of the Council.” 
 
Response by Councillor Cooper. 
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“All Cabinet meetings are open for the public and Councillors to attend, everyone is 
welcome to hear what is said.” 
 
15   QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

 
The Chief Executive reported there no questions from the public. 
 
16   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
Councillor Stephen Woodliffe declared an interest in the Motion on Notice on the 
grounds of having received medical care from ULHT, but this would not prejudice his 
views and he would remain in the meeting. 
 
Councillor Brian Rush declared an interest in the Motion on Notice on the grounds of 
being an associate member of the SOS Boston pressure group which was fighting to 
retain services at Pilgrim Hospital.  
 
17   AUDIT AND GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 
Councillor Jonathan Noble introduced the confirmed minutes of the Audit and 
Governance Committee held on 23 April 2018. 
 
It was moved by Councillor Jonathan Noble, seconded by Councillor James 
Edwards and   
 

 
RESOLVED that the confirmed minutes of the meeting of the Audit and 
Governance Committee held on 23 April 2018 be received.  
 

 
 
18   MOTION ON NOTICE 

 
In accordance with Procedure Rule 14 the following Motion on Notice had been 
proposed by Councillor Martin Griggs and seconded by Councillor David Brown:-  
 
“Boston Borough Council is deeply concerned about the on-going situation at the 
Pilgrim Hospital and the distress this is causing to the people of Boston.  
 
We therefore call on the Leader and Chief Executive to contact the Lincolnshire 
Health and Wellbeing Board and the United Lincolnshire Hospitals Trust with our 
concerns.”  
 
On introducing the Motion, Councillor Griggs stated that, although the recent 
announcement regarding the majority of children’s and maternity services being retained 
at Pilgrim Hospital was welcomed, it did not go far enough.  Any changes would have a 
huge impact on the people of Boston, creating unnecessary worry, stress, 
inconvenience and hardship for those having to travel to Lincoln and potentially further 
afield, to receive treatment.  All Councillors shared these concerns and should work 
together with the pressure group and MP to endeavour to achieve a good outcome for 
those they served.  



 
An amendment was moved by Councillor Paul Gleeson and seconded by 
Councillor Alison Austin: 
 
“Boston Borough Council fully supports the hard-working staff at Pilgrim 
Hospital, but has no confidence in the ability of the senior management of the 
ULHT to resolve the on-going situation at the Pilgrim Hospital and the distress 
this is causing to the people of Boston and all those who use the hospital.  
 
We therefore call on the Leader and Chief Executive of this Council to work with 
and support our local MP in taking these concerns to Government, the 
Lincolnshire Health and Wellbeing Board and the United Lincolnshire Hospitals 
Trust.”  
 
The mover and seconder of the original motion agreed to accept the amendment, 
which then became the substantive motion.  
 
Members expressed their support for the motion commenting that the town was being 
treated with contempt by the ULHT.  All the consultation meetings regarding the STP 
were being held in the centre of the towns affected, except Boston’s which was 4 miles 
out of town; there were no Boston Borough Councillors on the Health and Wellbeing 
Board and the ULHT had showed no regard to the interests of the town.   The public 
wanted a NHS that served the needs of Boston with a full range of services to reflect the 
size of the county and the needs of the community. 
 
The work of the SOS Boston campaign group was commended for their tireless actions 
in raising concerns with the public, Council, MP etc. regarding the changes proposed by 
ULHT which would have a detrimental effect on the residents of the Borough. 
 
The recent announcement that the ULHT was to remain in special measures indicated 
bad management.  The report published by the CQC on 3 July, made devastating 
reading, with ratings for A&E services at Pilgrim Hospital being found to be inadequate 
in all categories.  The A&E service at Lincoln hospital had also been found to require 
improvements.  
 
Recruitment and retention of staff at Pilgrim Hospital was an on-going concern, further 
exacerbated by the current situation.  Council was reminded that to attract good quality 
staff for any employer, the town should never be talked down for political gain.  
 
It was important for all Councillors to be united on the issue and committed to maintain 
the pressure on ULHT irrespective of political affiliations, to achieve a positive outcome 
for the people of the Borough. 
 
The substantive motion as amended was put to the vote and it was unanimously 
 

 
RESOLVED  
 
That Boston Borough Council fully supports the hard-working staff at Pilgrim 
Hospital, but has no confidence in the ability of the senior management of the 
ULHT to resolve the on-going situation at the Pilgrim Hospital and the distress 
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this is causing to the people of Boston and all those who use the hospital.  
 
We therefore call on the Leader and Chief Executive of this Council to work with 
and support our local MP in taking these concerns to Government, the 
Lincolnshire Health and Wellbeing Board and the United Lincolnshire Hospitals 
Trust.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(The meeting ended at 8.10 pm) 
 


